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Pastor’s Paragraphs

Dear Emmanuel,

January 6™ has taken on a lot of meaning in our nation in the last few
years. This year, I invite you to reclaim this day as Epiphany, and . _
honor how the Magi followed a guiding star to recognize divinity in _ m
the form of a vulnerable child. Epiphany marks a moment of divine i Y I
revelation. It is a luminous disruption - a sudden, sacred grasping of
divine presence in the vulnerable and unexpected that shatters

assumptions, transforms vision, and prophetically calls us to renewed
alignment with the justice-oriented heart of God.

Our Epiphany tradition of receiving "Star Words" echoes this
profound narrative. Each Star Word acts as a lodestar for the coming year, a symbolic touch-
point to ground us and illuminate our path forward. These simple words - Courage, Grace,
Wisdom, Joy - are more than mere abstractions. They are invitations for the Spirit to work in
and through us in tangible ways.

Yet, as we engage with this meaningful ritual, I pray we also summon the courage to look
beyond comforting surface interpretations and look for what our Star Words reveal about
ourselves and our community. What do they reveal about the work we still need to do to truly
embody Christ's all-encompassing message of love, justice and inclusion? Where are we
falling short? Who remains unseen or unheard at the margins of our congregation? When we
take our Star Words to heart, we open ourselves to renewed transformation. We dedicate
ourselves to the gritty, uncomfortable, beautiful work of crafting a spiritual community where
all truly means all.

This year, I invite you to keep your Star Word someplace special, somewhere you will see it
throughout the coming year. Perhaps on the refrigerator, on the bathroom mirror, taped to the
dashboard of the car, at a work cubicle, use it as a bookmark... Keep it someplace seen
regularly so it can serve as a guide.

For some, the word’s meaning pops up right away. For others, the meaning may evolve
throughout the year. For others, there may be no immediate significance, but over the months
meaning emerges. However, this goes for you, may these luminous words be more than
platitudes. May they ignite in us a holy hunger for genuine, messy, world-shaking love in
action.

This is the heart of the Epiphany story - ordinary people daring to follow a divine spark,
having the eyes to see God in the vulnerable and oppressed, and finding the faithfulness to
walk a new way forward. May your Star Word, and this extraordinary story, guide and em-
bolden you in the year to come as we strive together to birth the Beloved Community.

Yours in gratitude, challenge and hope,

Gk
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9:30am Worship Service
Rev. Paul Clark will be the
guest pastor of the day
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9:30am Worship Service
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Office Closed
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Meeting following
worship with light lunch
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January Sunday Servants

Assistant/Reader

5th
12th Jason Gratt
19th
26th
Counters

5th Elise Sotello and Bob Coons
12th Katie Mettler and Jason Gratt
19th Erin McGee and Linda McCallister
26th Julie Sweet and Jane McGee

Altar Guild

5th Linda McCallister and Ann Gallon
12th Jane McGee and Shannon Gratt
19th Julie Sweet and Janice Scanlan
26th Katie Metter and Martina Salas

Fellowship Hostesses

5th Suzanne Gost and Erin McGee
12th  Betty Stephens and Bev Paulsness
19th Katie Mettler and Jane McGee
26th Julie Sweet and Linda McCallister
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Happy Birthday
Pat Stramler 01/02
Pr. Dawn Wilder 01/06
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Happy Baptism

Chris Montez 01/22
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Happy Anniversary

Dana & Elizabeth Fewtrell 01/18

Those in need of strength and healing: Bill, Bob, Amy,

Barbara Long, Christian, Andre, Barbara Souza, Dana, Todd,
Baylor, Benjamin, Marsha, Kerry, Sabastian, Manny, Jenny,
Cameron, Chris Simon and the Bryant family




~ First Lesson

Baptism of our Lord

God redeems, protects,
loves, and gathers God’s
people

January 5 [saiah 60:1-6 Matthew 2:1-12
Epiphany Sunday Nations come to the light The Magi visit baby Jesus
January 12 Isaiah 43:1-7 Luke 3:15-17,21-22

The Baptism of Jesus

eternal blessings.

January 19 I[saiah 62:1-5 John 2:1-11
God is like the bridegroom  Jesus turns water into wine
and the bride at the wedding at Cana
January 26 [saiah 61 Luke 4:14-21
God's promise of Jesus reads the prophet
restoration, justice, and Isaiah
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