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EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
Vision:  A Thriving, Joyful, and Prayerful church that changes lives. 
Mission Statement:  To live faithfully, to witness boldly, serve joyfully for healing and justice 

             in the world. 
 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

   

 Rev. Dawn Wilder, Pastor  

 Tracey Poteet, Administrative Assistant       

 Ryan Ramming, Music Minister 
 All members, Ministers    

  

 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Member Office Term Team Liaison 

Erin McGee President 2028 Technology 

Jason Gratt Vice Pres. 2028 Property 

Tina Gerber Treasurer 2027 Finance 

Jean Adams Secretary 2027 Worship 

Bob Coons  2025 Outreach 

Jane McGee  2027 Fellowship, Hospitality Inreach 

Katie Mettler  2025 Education, Compassion, Mercy, Justice 



 

 3 

Pastor’s Paragraphs 
Dear Emmanuel, 
 

I've been thinking a lot about prayer lately, especially Jesus's words 
about praying without ceasing. You know that feeling when someone 
suggests something that seems completely impossible? That's how I 
used to feel about this teaching. I mean, really – pray ALL the time? It 
felt like one more way I wasn't measuring up in my faith journey. 
 

But here's what's been stirring in my heart lately. We've all heard 
those TV preachers tell us that if we just pray hard enough, long enough, or with enough 
faith, God will give us everything we want – like a heavenly vending machine. Deep down, 
though, we know life isn't that simple. We've held hands in hospital rooms where both heal-
ing and heartbreak happened. We've prayed with parents whose teens are thriving and others 
whose children are struggling with addiction. We've lifted up prayers for justice and watched 
as both victories and defeats unfolded. 
 

So, what's really going on when we pray? I love what our friends in recovery programs often 
say – that prayer isn't about getting God to do what we want; it’s about aligning ourselves 
with what God wants. Maybe prayer is less about us wearing God down and more about 
God's love wearing us down! It's like we're being slowly shaped, like clay in the potter's 
hands, into vessels that can hold God's answers when they come. 
 

I’ve also come to believe that we were never meant to carry this prayer thing alone. Think 
about it – none of us can pray 24/7 by ourselves. We need to sleep, eat, run errands, live our 
lives! But together? Together we're like runners in a relay race, passing the prayer baton back 
and forth. When you're tired, I pray for you. When I'm weary, you pray for me. When our 
voices fail, another voice in our family of faith rises up. That's how we pray without ceasing 
– not alone, but together. 
 

It isn’t about praying enough or praying right, rather we join together in this beautiful relay 
race of prayer. When we pray, we're not simply talking to God – we're joining God's work of 
healing our broken world, one stitch at a time. Prayer isn't what we do instead of acting; it's 
how we quiet down enough to hear what God is calling us to do. And when we pray together 
– for each other, for our community, even for those who hurt us – we're helping God weave 
our torn world back together with threads of love. 
 

With a grateful heart, 
 

 

 

 

PS Remember, you're never praying alone. When your words run dry, your church family is 
carrying your prayers forward. That's what family does.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

2 
9:30am Worship Service 
 

3 
 

 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

4 
1pm James & John Study 

5 

9 

9:30am Worship Service 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

11 
1pm Peter Study 
 
 

12 
 
 

16 
9:30am Worship Service  
 

 

 

 

 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

18 
1pm Thomas Study 
7pm Council Meeting 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
9:30am Worship Service 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

25 
1pm Judas Study 

26 
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Office Hours 

Tuesday and Wednesday 9am to 1pm 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

6 
6pm Al-Anon Meeting: Paths 
to Recovery and Al-ATeen 
 

7pm Al-Anon Spanish 
Speaking Meeting 
 

 

7 8 
10am Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

13 
6pm Al-Anon Meeting: Paths 
to Recovery and Al-ATeen 
 

7pm Al-Anon Spanish 
Speaking Meeting 
 

14 15 

20 
6pm Al-Anon Meeting: Paths 
to Recovery and Al-ATeen 
 

7pm Al-Anon Spanish 
Speaking Meeting 
 
 

21 22 
9am Food Distribution 

27 
6pm Al-Anon Meeting: Paths 
to Recovery and Al-ATeen 
 

7pm Al-Anon Spanish 
Speaking Meeting 

28 1 
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Jean Adams   02/11 

Tim Hochhalter  02/13 

Pr. Dawn Wilder  02/14 

Elizabeth Fewtrell  02/17 

Bob Coons   02/04 

Elizabeth Fewtrell  02/05 

Colby Boyle   02/14 

Bill Durnin   02/15 

Mike Stone   02/22 

Tina Gerber   02/28 

 
 
 
 
February Sunday Servants 

 

 

Assistant/Reader 
 2nd Martina Salas 

  9th Jason Gratt 
16th  

23rd Kristie Coons 

  

 

Counters 

 2nd Elise Sotello and Bob Coons 

  9th Katie Metter and Jason Gratt 
16th Erin McGee and Linda McCallister 
23rd Julie Sweet and Jane McGee 

 

Altar Guild 

 2nd Linda McCallister and Ann Gallon 

  9th Jane McGee and Shannon Gratt 
16th Julie Sweet and Janice Scanlan 

23rd Katie Mettler and Martina Salas 

 

Fellowship Hostesses 

 2nd Suzanne Gost and Erin McGee 

  9th Betty Stephens and Bev Paulsness 

16th Katie Mettler and Jane McGee 

23rd Julie Sweet and Linda McCallister 

Happy Baptism 

Happy Birthday 

Those in need of strength and healing:  Bill, Bob, Amy, 
Barbara Long, Christian, Andre, Barbara Souza, Dana, Todd, 
Baylor, Benjamin, Marsha, Kerry, Sabastian, Manny, Jenny, 
Cameron, Chris Simon and the Bryant family  
 



 

 7 



 

 8 

E
m

m
a

n
u

el L
u

th
era

n
 C

h
u

rch
 

1
9
0
0

 B
a

k
er S

treet 
B

a
k

ersfield
 C

A
 9

3
3
0

5 


